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WAR  FOOD  ADMINISTRATION 
u  S.For'd  Distribution  Administration 
Washington,   25,  D.  C. 


LIBRARY 

RECEIVED 

*  SEP  6.  19/! 3 

U.  S.  Depa'rimei'i  of  Aj^ricuitLire 


August  o± /  1^43 


To:  Members  of  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Industry  Advisory  Coinmittees 

From:       ,   Ford  A,  Quitslund,  Industry  Relations  Section,  Fruit  and  Vegetable 
Branch 

Subject:     Excerpts  from  Minutes  of  Local  Advisory  Coinmittee  Heetin^s 


As  a  matter  of  information,  it  is  planned  to  sunoly  mi-ieo graphed  excerpts 
of  minutes  of  meetings  and  other  material  at  frequent  intervals  to  the 
members  of  the  National  and  Local  Industry  Advisory  Committees , 

The  first  meetings  of  committees  in  oractically  all  the  iriarkets  have  been 
devoted  princioally  to  organization  of  the  committees  and  to  the  issuance 
of  formal  invitations  to  other  government  agencies,   such  as  the  O.P.A,, 
O.D.T.,  I.C.C.,  etc.,   to  use  the  local   committees  as  their  industry  contact, 
Therefore,  no  excerpts  have  been  quoted  from  these  minutes. 


Copies  of  two  letters,  received  fr^^m  the  O.P.A. ,  replying  to  such  invita- 
tions follow: 


"Fir.  W.  K.  Hosier 
Food  Distribution  Administration 
505  U.  S.  Post  Office      Court  House 
Cincinnati,  Ohio 

''Dear  Mr.  Mosier:  - 

"This  replies  to  your  letter  nf  July '6  in  connection .  with  the 
Cincinnati  Fresh  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Industry  Advisory  Co'ixaiittee 
to  the  Vfar  Food  Adniinis tration . 

"You  may  rest  assured  that  any  cooperation  which  this  office  can 
render  will  be  promptly  forthcoming,  if  you  hcep  us  advised 

hov/  we  can  best  serve  the  interests  of  your  Cnrar-iittec . 

"Sever  .1  of  the  key  men  ^f  this  Agency  have  read  ynur  letter 
and  thus  havp  been  duly  notified  of  your  activities.     'Ve  shall 
be  haooy  to  have  a  representative  of  our  staff  iDresent  at  all 
your  meetings  insofar  as  that  is  humanly  possible,  '^leo.se 
accept  this  letter  as  a  nersonal  invitation  to  visit  our  office 
at  any  tim.e  you  find  it  convenient, 

"Cordially  yours, 

"George  E.  ijcClellan 
District  Director,  O.P.A. 
Cincinnati,  Ohio" 


"Lir.  0.  G.  Strauss 
TJ,  S.  Dept.  of  Agriculture 
Washington,  D.  C,  •  ■ 

"Dear  Fr,  Strauss: 

"This  is  in  acknowledgement  of  ynur  letter  of  August  10.  I 
certainly  ■welcome  your  letter  snd  the  offer  of  the  advice  and 
thinking  of  this  very  imoortant  committee, 

"I  hereby  extend  complete  recofjnition  of  the . activities  of  your 
agency,  and  assure  you  that  the  comiiiittee  can  feel  free  to  call 
upon  us  at  any  time  for  representation  at  any  of  your  meetings, 
or  for  consultations.     The  plan  fits  in  splendidly  ydth  the  olan. 
of  the  Maryland  State  Office  for'  setting  up  District  Advisory 
Committees,  and  in  this  v/ay  prevent  duolicatinn, 

"Kindly  call  me  any  time  you  have  the  occasion, 

"Very  truly  yours, 

"Leo  rl.  :.;;cCormick 
State  Director,  0.?,A. ■ 
Baltimore,   2,  ^'aryland" 


EXCERPTS  FROM  i'.^MTES  OF  CINCIMAH  FRESH  FRUIT  A'D  'rB-r.TA^LE 
INDUSTRY  ADVISORY  00  T^ITTEE  Ii'IE^TP^GS:  .. 

May_14,  1943: 

"lotion  made  by  Mr.  Cresset,   seconded  by  .■>.  Sanzone,  and 
carried: 

'This  con^mittee  go  on  record  as  insisting,  aor  the  time 
being,  that  all  carlot  or  trucklot  receivers  of  lettuce,  r)cas 
beans,   carrots,  tomatoes,   spinach,  and  cabbage  ooerate  on  a 
9-l/2fo  basis,  and  if  possible,   should  rocom,:iend  to  the  proper 
departments  in  Washington  that  all  other  cities  abide  vdth 
the  same  mark-up,  v/ith  the  reservation  if  other  markets  do 
not  go  along,  we  reserve  the  right  to  vathdraw  our  proposal,' 

"Recomnicndation  was  made  that  P.P. A.   enforce  this  ruling" 

"Motion  made  by  Mr.  Price,  socnnded  by  '  .r .  Sngelhardt,  and 
carried,  that; 

'Any  bag  of  cabbage  weighing  not  less  than  47  pounds, 
and  not  over  53  pounds  gross,   should  be  considered  and  billed 
as  a  "50-lb.  bag"  -  and  any  bag  of  cabbage  -woishing  loss  than 
47  pounds  or  more  thaii\  )5 3  .'pounds  sho.ll  be  sold  at  actu.al 
weight,  and  each  bag  tagged,  showing  its  actual  v/eight,'" 


May  14,  1943  (Cincinnati  --  Cont'd,)  •  • 

"Motion  made  by  Kr,  Sanzone,  seconded  by  Vir,  Crossot,  and  carried, 
that: 

•The  committee  goes  definitely  oii-. record  that  no  one  in  this 
industry  require  as  a  condition  of  sale  that  their  customers 
purchase  a  commodity  not  desired  in  order  to  secure  a  commodity 
that  is  scarce,' 

"Mr,  Gentile  made  motion- that- our  diairman,  representing  the 
committee,  give  the  press  the  above  statement,.    Motion  seconded 
and  carried," 

July  2,   1943  (Cincinnati):  .  .. 

"  '      '  I  ' — *•  "  — 

"The  following  resolutions  were  unanimously  approved; 

"1.  Request  "for  recognition  of  committee  by  other  government 
agencies, 

"2,  Immediate  steps  be  taken  to  vdre  Yta,  H,  Stanton,  Washington, 
D.C.,  our  objection  to  the  price  differential  on  Ohio  and 
Kentucky  potatoes  as  listed  in  Revised  Potato-Onion  Order 
l![PR  271,  Amendment  3, 

"3,  Chairman  Mosier  to  imjnediately  notify  the  Local  0(,P,A,  office 
of  the  necessity  of  policing  the  local  homegrovm  market  on 
East  Pearl  Street,  where  violations  are  being  practiced,  and 
later  the  wholesale  homegrown  City  market  at  Twelfth  &  Central 
Parkway. 

"4,  Request  the  Local  O.P.A.  office  to     coooerate  mth  this 

committee  by  prosecuting  violators  whom  this  committee  has 
tried  to  keep  in  line,  .but  has  failed, 

"5,  That  0,P,A,  advise  and  consult  with  this  .  committee,  also 
produce  facts  pertaining  to  any  violations  before  taking 
any  legal  action  against  any  hxindlers  of  fresh  fruits  and 
vegetables ■  in  the-  Cincinnati  area, 

"5,  Copies  of  communications  and  complaints  be  sent  to  Dr,  Yfm,  G, 
i'leal,  N.  L.  Allen,   Chairman  of  the  National  Industry  Advisory 
Committee,  -  the  Vfashington  and  the  local  office  of  the 
•  ■■      interested  agency," 


July  25,  1943  (Cincinnati)  ■ 

"in  addition--'to  J^^he  entire  coirraiittee,  tho  following  representatives 
of  the  Cincinnati  Office  of  Pri  ce  Administration  v/ere  in  attendance: 

"Messrs.  George  S.  LIcClellan. .  .District  Director  . 


Clarence. Co rbley  Price  Specialist 

Hugh  Ritchey. ........  .Chief.  Attorney 

Raymond  Huwe  Chief  Price  Attorney 

Dr.  Harold  Baker  District  Price  Officer 

Thomas  L,  Conlan  Chief  Enforcement  Attorney 

Joseph  Osberger,  Merchandising  Price  Specialist 


"After  opening  remarks  by  ;Tr.  I'cClellan,  stating  that  the  local 
office  of  Price  Administration  appreciated  this  opoortunity  to 
formally  recognize  this  committee,  he  requested  I 'ir,  Conlan,  in 
charge  of  enforcement,  to  explain  the  posj.tinn  of  O.P.A.  in 
securing  the  necessary  cooperation  of  the  trade  in,  carrying  out 
the  O.P.A.  program.     Mr,  Conlan  stated  that  without  the  cooperation 
of  the  trade,   very  little  could  be  accomplished," 

"...,.  the  following  resolutions  were  ujianimously -approved- 

"1,  The  chairman  was  ordered  to  petition  the  local  office  of  Price 
Adm.inis tration  for  a  revision  or  amendment  to  IIPR  426  regarding 
Appendix  B,  Cabbage  -  so  that  the  same  formula  for  pricing 
'cabbage  from  Jul 3^,  1943,  to  November  30,  1943,  bo  applied,  as 
during  December  1,   1943  to  June  30,  1944;  namely,   to  be 
determined  by  freight  rates  from  basing  point  to  market, 

"2,  The  Chairman  to  appoint  a  cominittee  to  prepare  a  written 
objection  to  LIPR  426  covering  lettuce  and  cabbage,  to  be 
sent  the  local  office  of  Price  Administration;  this  objection 
to  fully  outline,  by  supplying  facts  and  figures,  the  unfair- 
ness of  this  6rder  as  it  applies  to  jobbers,   carlot  receivers, 
and  carlot  distributors,  and  the  grave  danger  of  the  consumers 
being  without  the  commodities  when  they  reech^ ceilin-g. 
Another  objection  is  the  low  price  set  on  outside  loaf  lettuce* 
It  was  suggested  that  the  committee  rewrite  the  entire  order, 
if  necessary,  to  'secure  the  desired  relief," 

"'3,  Resolved  that  the  local  office  of  Price  -Administration  bo 
petitioned  to  give  retailers  the  .necessary  reldef  on  all 
price  ceiling  orders,  permitting  retailers  to  use"thcir 
daily  cost  on  all  merchandise  in -applying  their  mark-up, 
rather  than  basing  their  mark-up  on  their  largest  single 
purchase  during  the  -oreceding  week," 


Excerpts  from  Minutes  of  Meeting  —  BOS TdjJ- F^^SH  FPJTIT  m^D' ",^GETABL;'E' 

industry'  Itiisdm'' comi ttee 

July  16,   1945  '     '      ■      ■  i  .  .    ,  ,.'  ... 

"A  motion  was  made,   seconded  and  carried,   that,  a  resolution' be 
forwarded  to  Mr.  Prentiss  Brown,  head  of  the/O.P.A*  outlining  the 
faults  and  evils  of  the  present  system,  and  proposing  imnrovements 
for  same.     For  example,  the  oresent  citrus,  ceilin'g  r'egtilation  f" 
should  be  substituted  for  the  MPR  426-  scheme.  '  This  resolution 
was  to  emphasize,  the  ben'efits  of  a  change  from.' the  point  of  view 
of  the  consumer,  and  the'  elimination  of  the  'black  market'-, 

"The  chairman  suggested"  that:  Messrs.  Sweeneyj''  Cook  and  Allen, 
get  together  and  prepare,  or  at  least  outline  a  rough  draft  of 
the  proposed  letter,  to  Which  they  agreed.     It  v/as  further 
suggested  that  a  copy  of  this  letter  be  sent  to  each  member  of 
the  committee,  and  to  the  trade  associations  in  other  cities." 


Excerpts  from  Minutes  of  Meeting  —  CHICAQO  FRESH  F.RUIT  ATJD  vi: GE TABLE • 

INDUSTRY  ADvTSORY  COIviaTTEE 

July  27,  1945 

"Mr.  J,  Vf,  Fox  stated  that  tlie  committee,  along  with  other  merchants 
on  the  street,  were  opposed  to  the  OPA  Order  No,  2774  -  LIPR  426, 
on  lettuce  and  cabbage  and  presented  the  following  resolution: 

'Whereas  OPA  Order  No,  2774  -  MPR  426  on  lettuce  and  cabbage 
placing  ceilings  at  terminals  only  engenders  and  promotes  black 
markets  and  forces  legitimate  distributors  out  of  that  business; 
and  whereas,  the  sale  and  distribution  is  thereby  turned  into  the 
hands  of  the  large  retail  chain  store  operators,  thus  eliminating. 
J..        the  independent  retailers,  1  move  that  this  Chicago  advisory 

group  request  the  CPA  to  return  to  the  method  of  nlacing  ceilings 
on  these  commodities  at  both  shipping  and  receiving  points, 
allowing  their  usual  markup  for  sale  and  di  stributicn  through 
the  regular  channels,  and  avoiding  the  monopoly  of  chain  store 
distribution  which  v;ill  be  detrimental  to  the  shipper  and  no 
relief  to  the  consumer,'  ■  ^ 

"A  motion  was  made  by  J ,  W,  Fox'  that  this  resolution  be  adopted, 
vAiich  motion  was  iseconde'd  by    L,  Gillar-de.  '"-The  motion' bn  being 
put  to  vote  was  unanimously '  pas sed, "-  '  ■ .  -  . 

"A  motion  was  made  by~'L.  Gillarde,   seconded  by  J,  W.  "Fox  that  a  • 
resolution  be  adopted  providing  that  carlot' receivers  "  and  brokers 
be  allowed  a  &fo  mai'lcup,"  This  motion  on'  be'ing'ptit  to  vote'  was 
unanimously  passed,"  '  '  . 


July  27,   1945  (  Chicaffl  -  (jont*  d>...) 


"A  motion  Was  made  by  Ifjr ,  Chas,  Abbate,   seconded  by  V/,  A.  Huizinga, 
that  any  ceilings  established  or  that  will  be  established    in  the 
future  should  be  along  the  lines  of  the  citrus  order  IIPR  "292  and 
all  amendments  thereto,  and  that  the  inequities  of  carlot  receivers 
and  brokers  be  corr.ected, 

"Mrt  W.  J.  Piowaty  in  talking  oh  this  motion  suggested  that  each 
group  be  classified  according  to  the  method  of  doing  business  for 
the  past  five  years, '  each  one  to  be  classed . 'A' ,  'B',  and  'G', 
according  to  the  type  of  business  they  were  doing, 

"The  discussion  on,.  Mr.  Piowaty' s  suggestion  brought  out  the  fact 
that  it  would  be  impractical  because  there  were  firms  operating 
on  the  street  that  could  come  under  two  or  three  of  the  classifica- 
tions depending  upon  the  nature  of  ;the  transaction.    It  was  the 
consensus  of  opinion  of  the  meeting-  thiat- the  citrus  order  classi- 
fies each  group  and  it  was  a  matter  of  interpretation. 

"The  Chairman  then  called  for  a  vote  on  the  motion  made  by  Mr. 
Abbate  and  seconded  by  IJlr ,  Huizinga  and  the  motion  vras  passed 
by  a  majority  vote.  ■■l!ir»  Gillarde  did  not  vote  with  the  under- 
standing that  he  desired  to  first  present  this  matter  to  the 
members  of  the  carlot  receivers  and  brokers  association  at  a 
meeting  to  be  called  for  Wednesday,  and  would  then  report  back  to 
the  Chairman  on  the  proposal  and  action  taken," 

Under  date  of  July  29,  1943,  Mr.  L.  Gillarde  reported  to  the  Chairman 
as  follows:     "This  is  to  advise  that  after  discussing  with  the  carlot 
distributors  the  points  taken  up  in  our'  meeting  with  you  yesterday, 
it  is  our  opinion  that  wc  want  to  be  in  full  harmony  and  agreement 
vdth  the  other  members  of  the  group  txnd  that  we     arc  agreeable  to 
the  structure  employed  in  the  establ isliment  of  citrus  ceiling  prices^ 
It  is  understood  of- course  that  the  percentages  there  employed  are 
not     applica.ble  to  vegetables,  but  that  the  plan  as  a  v^hole  is  desirable, 

"A  motion  was  made  by  ivir,  Engel,   seconded  by  Vy',  A.  Huizinga,  and 
unanimously ,  passed  that  the  follov-riLng  resolution  be  adopted: 

'Whereas  the  United  States  Department  of    Agriculture  is   _  . 
compelled  under  the  base  price  program  to  buy  potatoes  from  various 
loading  sections  of  the   country  and  that,  so  far,   these  potatoes  ■'- 
have  been  improperly  distributed  causing  terrific  losses  to  the 
government,  disruption  of  markets  and  waste. 

'Be  It  Resolved  that  the  original  channels  of  private  industry 
set  up  for  the  distribution  of  potatoes  throughout  the  country  be 
used,  thereby  avoiding  disruption'  of  markets  and  loss  of  millions 
of  dollars  worth  of  food,  which  is  vitally  necessary  under  the 
present  war  program.'" 


cerpts.  from  llinutosvof  Mc-eting       NM-YORK  CAPITAL  DISTRICT  FRESH  FRFIT 
^  -     -  .  AND  ^/EGETABLE  I'.TDTISTRY  AD^/ISORY 

OOIffflTTEE 

July  22,  1945 

-  *  ■  ■ 

Re:     Price  Ceilings: 

"The  meeting' reporting  an  expression' of '  grower     impact  on  price 
ceilings  . of.  all  fresh,  fruits  and  vegetabl es ;  It  was  said  that 
the  growers,:  out  of  current"  marketing  experi encG"are  revamping 
their  customary  plans  for  1944  production' in  a  way  thafmll 
reflect  a  hardship  on  the  . consumer  level  and  a  shortage  of  vital 
commodities  available  to  the  armed  forces,   "those  of  our  allies  and 
foreign  allied  popula  tions  that  arc  destined  to  ''depend  upon 
Ai"nerica-    for  fo^od*     ^  - 

"It  is  ■  reco  gni  zed  by  all  channels  of  trade  ■'"that  in  these  perilous 
days,  National  Price  Control  must  prevail, :' but  ,,n'6"  on'e  agrees  that 
price  control  should  impair  sufficient  production.     Related  t?iink- 
ing  suggests  that- there,  should  be  a- more  /shar-o  "dof ini tion  of 
Qsse'ntial  foods  "than  wha.t  has  already  bG:6n'  set  up  ^'and  that  there 
are  commodities  nov/  under  price  regulation,   entirely  too  sensitive 
to  the  elements,'  to  assure  staple  or  anticipated  bulk  and  the 
mee.ting  agrees  that  such  commodities  as  berries  shoul^d  not  be  . 
under  price  control  at-. all  and  classified,  in  "the  "category  o.f  soft 
fruits, 

»  ■    .  '  '       .     '     '     ■  ».  -  ■ 

"In  view  of  the  abo"ye  consideration,  it-is  ufgcn-tly  recommended: 

"1,  That  price  ceilings  on  all  fresh  soft  fruits  for  table  use, 
including  red  raspberries, black  raspberrie.5.,  youngberrics, 
loganberries,  boysenberries,  blackberries,   gooseberries  and 
sour  cherries  be  removed  and/or  omitted  from,  any  consideration 
of  im.pending  regulations,  ,  . 

"Yfe  particularly     stress  urgent  ojad  immediate  action  bo  taken 
in  view  of  existing  black  mrkets,  mass  non-compliance  and 
impending  shpr"tage  because, ...the  .grower  "sdll  .not .  even  continue  , 
to  harvest  current  crops  now  standing  in "thcT'f i e  1  ds ,  ^ 

"2,  In  view  of  .pur  .  pbligatj-'On,  in. .the  .national  'cconoray  to  -iprovidp  ' 
an  essentially  .balanced.  di,et  to  the.  Am^or^can  dinner  "table,  - 
our  armed  fo.r cps  ^,and  .our  ..al.l ies,  and  mth  the  conviction  _  ■.—  •',  . 
that  the  natural  .di.s"tribution  o f  •ayai,i,fxbi,l,ity  of  different  .  • 
commodities  npw -under  control  might- .-b.a  ,.,di,sr.uptod  and  result  ■ 
in  over-production .  on  ^om.o.,    ,a.nd  ,. .scar city  : in  n.thcr  ..farm  gro"wn 
coirano'di  tie  s,  .'as  a  .r  eflscti.on  .of  .,qxi,5.t.in,g.  .maladjustmen't.  in  price 
regulations  ,  it,  is  'urgently  .recommended  ..that  .-7  af  tcr  .rcflco- 
.  tion  on  .experience  up.-.to-.date,  all  price .  schedules. -be  .  revie-ived 
and  revi sed  .."to  ■. encourage  mpr.e,  e.von  .flow  .from  the  producer  .     •,  ■ 
level  to.  a  point,  of  greater,  maximum  and  the.  anticipated        ,  . 
greater  _do"mand.  "that  "vfdll  be  made  of  production  in  our  current  .. 
and  subsequent  obligation  "to  our  allies,   and  the  grower 
afforded  the  means  to  compete  in  the  labor  market  "vvith 

defense  industries. 
"The  foregoing  resolution  was  unanrmously  adopted," 


Excerpts  from  Minutes  of  Meeting  —  EASTE^J  SHORE  OF  ITRGIMA  MD  IvIARYLAND 

FRESH  FRUIT  km  '/EGETABLE  INDUSTRY 
AD'/ISORY  03m 'IT TEE 

July  13,   19  5; 

"Resolv  'd:     That  this  coininittee  recorranends  to  the  U.  S.  Department 
of    Agriculture  that  all  governmental  purchases  of  agricultural 
produce  or  .crops  grown  on  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia  or  Iiai*yland 
be  made  .. -jlely  through  a  grovv'er,     group  of  growers,  dealers,  firms, 
and  organizations  who se_regular' -place  of  business  has  been  established 
and  their  business  operated  on  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia  or  Maryland 

"The  committee  also  offered  the  following:     Information  being  at 
hand  that  the  government  was  already  buying  U.  S.  TTo,  1  Size  B 
Irish  Potatoes  on  the  Eastern    Shore  of  Virginia,  the  committee 
approved  a  resolution  that  this  buying  be  done  by  any  grower,  group 
of  growers,   dealers,  firm  and  organization  ^vhose  regular  place  of 
business  has  been  established  and  operated  in  the  area  in  which 
buying  is  taking  place,  provided  that  such  recom;ncnded  sellers  can 
qualify  financially  and  otherv/ise  to  render  the  necessary  se:*vice, 

"The  committee  recommended  in  connection  vdth  government  purchases 
of  U,  S.  No.  1  Size  B  Irish  Potatoes  that  a  service  charge  of  5/ 
per  cwt,  or  8/  per  barrel,  plus  inspection  and  fumigation  charges 
as  incurred,  should  be  paid  to  the  grower  or  dealer  assraiing 
responsibility,  billing  and  payment  for  the  car.    The  committee 
believes  that  this  is  the  lowest  possible  charge  that  can  be  made 
■without  loss  to  the  handler," 


Excerpts  from  Minutes  of  Meeting  •--  BALTBWRE  FRESH.  FRUIT  AMD  ^/EGETABLE 

INDUSTRY  ADVISORY  CCMKITTEE 

August  24,  1943 

The  following  resolutions  were  unanimously  aporoved: 

"Whereas  (l)  Temporary  IIPR  29  set  a  price  of  Ol«89  per  bushel  on 
spinach  evidently  intended  to  cover  nearby  spinach  in  bushel  baskets; 
(2)  shipping  season  from  Adirondack  Mountain  section  (shipping  point 
Malone,  New  York)  is  of  a  much  higher  quality/  and  grade  than  nearby 
spinach;   (3)  Adirondack  Moi;intain  section  spinach  is  usually  shipped 
in  Los  Angeles  crates  containing  minimum  net  weight  of  37  pounds; 
(4)  Adirondack  Mountain  section  spinach  is  trinmed,   graded,  culled, 
and  washed,  and  ready  for  cooking  when  shipped;  (5)  the  base  orice 
of  1^1.89  per  bushel  (net  weight  16  pounds)  mil  result  in  a  much 
louver  price  on  the  Baltimore  market  for  Adirondack  Mountain  section 
spinach  than  received  in  normal  years;  and  (6)  if  no  increase  in 
price  is  granted  to  the  Baltimore  market  to  apoly  to  Adirondack 
Mountain  Section  spinach,   it  will  result  in  no  spinach  on  the 
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August  24,   1945  ( Baj. t in-iorc  -  Cont>  d.  ) 

market  from  that  section.     Bo  it  resolved,  that,  the  Office  of 
Price  Administration  be  requested  to  grant  iinmediatc-  rol-ief  in  -• 
that  matter,.  .  , .      .  , 

"YiThercas  (l.)  the  base  price  of  ^3.25  Salinas,  California,  including 
initial  icing  under  MPR  426  results  in  a  cost  of  |4*89  per  crate 
Baltimore,  Maryland,  made  up  of  base  price  v3,25,  buying  brokerage 

-  10/,  additional  icing  in  transit  -  10^,  freight  -  $1,40,  and  tax 

-  4/j  (2)  buyer  assumes  all  transit  risk,  purchase  being  made 
acceptance  California;  (3)  Some  shippers  are  demanding  $3,00  f.o.b, 
shipping  point  plus  entire  refrigeration  cost  which  results  in  a 
price  of  -^4,99  Baltimore;  (4)  MPR  426  sets  a  maximum  price  of  ^4,69 
Baltimore  on  carlot  and  trucklot  sales  resulting  in  an  actual  loss 
of  20  to  30  cents  per  crate  on  sales  of  this  nature;  (5)  At  a  cost 
of  !54, 89  in  Baltimore,  it  is  necessary  often  to  add  additional 
icing,  and  the  local  drayage  charge  from  the  rail  terminal  of  10/ 
per  crate;   (6)  Small  retailers  generally  do  not  buy  a  full  crate 

of  lettuce  but  purchase  in  lots  of  two  or  three  dozen  heads  result- 
ing in  an  additional  labor  and  container  expense;  (7)  on  an  investment 
of  approximately  *5.05  by  the  first  wholesaler  in  Baltimore,  a 
maximum  nricc  of  '!i5,29  delivered  to  retailer  is  not  a  fair  return, 
and  (8)  this  condition  can  only  compel  movement  of  this  commodity 
-into  the  »black  market'.    Bo  it  resolved,  that  the  Office  of  Price 
Administration  be  requested  to  grant  immediate  relief  by  permitting 
a  fair  margin  of  profit  to  the  .first  #iolesalcr  in  carlot  and 
trucklot,  less-than~carlot  and  loss-than-tru cklot  sales,  and  a 
fair  margin  of  profit  to  one  jobber  in  loss-thaji-carlot  and 
less-than-truckio t  sales, 

"Yfhereas  (l)  supplies  of  dry  onions  on  the  Baltimore  market-  have 
been  seriously  reduced;  (2)  maximum  prices,   f.o.b,  country  shipping 
point  are  apparently  not  being  generally  observed;  (3)  the  present 
maximum  price  has  apparently  not  token  under-  consideration  the 
increased  cost    of  prbduction  or  the  reduced  crop  'due  to  xveather 
conditions,  and  (4)  a  large  percentage  of  this  commodity  appears 
to  bo  moving  in  the  'black  market'.    Be  it  resolved,  that,  the 
Office  of  Price  Administration  rcvie^v  this  condition  immediately, 
and  take  such  necessary"  steps  to  correct  conditions, 

"Whereas  (l)  supplies  of  cabbage  on  the  Baltiir.orc  market  have  been 
seriously  reduced;  (2)  Maximum  prices,   f.o,b,  country  shipping  point 
are  apparently  not  being  generally  observed;  (3)  the  present  maximum 
price  has  apparently  not  taken  under  consideration  the  increased 
cost  of    production  or  the  reduced  crop  due  to  weather  conditions, 
and  (4)  a  large  percentage  of  this  comraodity  appears  to  be  moving  in 
the  'Black  Market',    Be  it  resolved,  that,   the  Office  of  Price 
Administration  review  this  condition  immediately,  and  take  such 
necessary  steps  to  correct  conditions. 
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Exccrots  from  Minutes  of  Meetings        FASTEH^^  SHORE  OF  ^/IRGIOTA  AJID  MARYLATO 

FRESH  FRUIT  AND  >7EGETABLE  INDUSTRY 
ADTISORY  CO  IM  IT  TEE 

August  19,  1943  '     ■  • 

The  following  resolutions  were  unanimously  approved: 

"1,  Resolved,'  that  the  Committee  recommends  that  no  ceiling  pi*ices 
be  established  by  the  Office  of  Price  Administration  for  sweet 
potatoes,  .so  .that  growers  will  be  more  .inclined  to  dig  earlier, 
thereby  marketing  the  crop  from  as  large  an  acreage  as  possible 
during  the  first  pA^t  of  the  harvesting  season,  lAhich  would 
,  ■■  (a)  necessitate  the  use  of  a  much  smalle  r  number  of  containers 

and  (b)  lessen  the  siirplus  that  the;  Food  Distribution  Adminis- 
.i  tration  will  probably  be  calle.d  upon  to  purchase • 

"2,  Resolved,  that  the  Food  Distribution  Adjmnis tration  be  requested 
to  set  support  prices  for  sweet  potatoes  packed  in  barrels,  at 
prices    comparable  to  announced  prices  for- sweet  potatoes  packed 
in  baskets  and/or  other  containers, 

"3,  Resolved,  that  while  the  Food  Distribution  Administration  has 
announced  sup-oort  prices  for  sweet  potatoes  of  (a)  U.  S.  No.  1 
grade  and  (b)  U,  S,  No.  2  grade  contain.ing  75%  or  better  of 
U.S.  No.  1  quality,  growers  should  be  encouraged  to  pack,  for  the 
fresh  market,  only,  sweet  potatoes  grading  not  lower  than  U.  S, 
No.  1,  and  that  vAacre  same  are  packed  in  baskets,  hampers  or 
crates,  the  pack  should  be  ♦  tight*  -  and  *  faced'   if  possible, 
since  this  is  necessary  before  sweet  potatoes  can  properly  be 
marketed  commercially, 

"4.  Resolved,  that  every  effort  should  be  made  by  the  Food  Distri- 
bution Administration  to  enlarge  the  outlets  for  »•  canning  stock*' 
sweet  pofetocs,  so  that  a  minimum  amount  of  sweet  potatoes 
grading  'U.  S.  No.  2  containing  75%  or  better  of  U,  S.  No.  1 
quality'  will  have  to  be  purchased  by  the  Government. 

"5.  Resolved,  that  the  Food  Distribution  Administration  be  requested 
to  have  a  Purchase  Program  worked  out  and  representatives  in 
*  the  field,  ready  to  act,  well  in  advance  of  the  actual  time 

when  Government  buying  may  be  necessary," 


